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Welcome back...
to Inverclyde’s Scottish Folk & Roots
Festival, brought to you courtesy of
Riverside Inverclyde.
Last year’s festival saw audience ages
ranging from 8 to mid 80’s. Once again
there’s something in the festival for
everybody, hopefully offering community
enrichment and a great night out.
The key principles of the festival remain:
•Inverclyde artists on every bill to
showcase the progress of songwriters
whose ambition and talent have taken
them beyond Inverclyde to play on bills
with renowned artists, or to recognise
the contribution of our more mature
local folkies;
•The theme of “across the generations”;
•Competitive pricing to encourage
people to come along and hear artists
they may not have heard of previously,
and see what the Beacon has to offer.
With 16% of last year’s audience
coming from beyond Inverclyde (indeed
from all over Scotland), the festival also
showed its potential as a contributor to
the Inverclyde economy.
So hopefully it’s a welcome back to
them, to you, and if you’re thinking
about coming along for the first time
– hello!
Enjoy the shows!
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The script is available and can be emailed, at no cost, to any school, college, or Arts institution. It can be edited according to the history of the area.
If you would like more information then contact:
ian@kingarth.demon.co.uk

Neil Lochiel
Riverside Inverclyde
(Get your tickets now for special
advance purchase rates)
Jimmy MacDonald
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FAR, FAR FROM YPRES
Siobhan Miller

The music, songs and poetry of World War One from a Scottish perspective

Sunday 5th October 3pm

1914

The Session

2014

A free (ticketed) event at The Beacon

Beacon Theatre, Greenock
The Cast

This acoustic event is open to new-tothe-festival acts, subject to programme
capacity, who register by Monday
22nd September via email to info@
beaconartscentre.co.uk with the subject
matter “Folk & Roots Sunday Session”,
giving name of act and contact details.
Celtic Music Radio 95FM will broadcast
this live and select an act to support
Gaberlunzie at the festival’s closing show
on Saturday 15th November.

Ross MacFadyen

The Folksinger Cast

Added to the cast for this performance,
there are cameo roles for Gourock’s
Gordon McKenzie and Davy Nicol.
Davy will perform his own composition
about the Battery Park trained soldiers
who made their way to the trenches from
Gourock railway station. This song is on
Davy’s new album.
Gordon will sing in tribute to his
grandfather who was in The Cameronians
(Scottish Rifles), but was killed at Gallipoli
in 1915. He still has his grandfather’s
medals, cigarette case and other items
of memorabilia.

Davy Nicol

Gordon McKenzie
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Saturday 18th October 7.30pm

Saturday 25th October 7.30pm

Main Theatre

Main Theatre

Karen Matheson Band,

Scocha, with The Wherries

with John Morgan
Concessionary tickets of £12.50 available to all, subject to
availability, until 17th October, thereafter tickets priced at £15.

Karen Matheson

Scocha

Concessionary tickets of £10 available to all, subject to availability,
until 24th October, thereafter tickets priced at £12.50p.

Scocha
Karen Matheson

They’re back!

Last year’s headliner makes a very welcome return. Karen
received a rousing reception from the 2013 festival’s
largest audience of 350 people despite suffering from a
bad virus. On stepping off stage after her encore of “Ae
Fond Kiss” (which she also performed beautifully at the
closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games), Karen
declared she’d love to come back to that “wonderful, warm
audience” Well, it’s wonderful, in turn, to be able to say here she is folks!

After taking last year’s festival by
storm with a sold-out gig which was
transmitted across the world by Celtic
Music Radio 95FM via the web so
successfully that it was repeated on
Christmas Day, Scocha didn’t wait
to see if this year’s festival would
take place – they booked this show
themselves, now branded as part of
the festival.

Star of the Transatlantic Sessions on stage and on TV, lead
singer of the million-selling Celtic supergroup Capercaillie,
and a performer of great charm and intensity, in English
and in Gaelic, the New York Times summed up Karen’s live
concerts perfectly “spellbinding and evocative….she takes
folk music to a celestial high”.

The Wherries

The Wherries
Supporting Scocha again by popular
demand.

John Morgan

John Morgan
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Last year John received a great response from Celtic Music
Radio’s live preview show of the Inverclyde acts playing in the
inaugural festival, with his song “Something You Never Had”.
He has since gone on to play support for Benny Gallagher
and indeed duet with him onstage. Benny has also been
championing John’s song “Here With Me” in Nashville. In
August, John played at London’s prestigious Troubadour Club.

The Wherries, also part of the live radio
broadcast, got such a fantastic response
from the audience, the radio listeners and
the lads from Scocha at last year’s festival
that Scocha immediately invited them to be their guests again. You know that
from the moment Kenny and Dave take to the stage until they leave it, Inverclyde’s
international ambassadors will have you grinning from ear to ear, singing along,
and participating in seated aerobics exercises!

What can be said about Scocha? If
you were at last year’s show – you’ll
be back! If you weren’t, well, it’s
Scottish folk’n’roll at its best. From
soft ballads to rousing foot-stomping
refrains, with a passionate blend of
stirring new material and traditional
classics “Scocha-fied”, peppered with
humour and banter, the high-energy
Scocha unscripted performances are
always unique.
Their concerts attract all generations
from kids to grannies and everyone in
between, so bring the family!
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Friday 31st October 8pm

Saturday 1st November 8pm

Studio Theatre

Studio Theatre

Alastair McDonald

Double bill:
Yvonne Lyon, Moira Kerr

with Martin Jones

Concessionary tickets of £8 available to all, subject to
availability, until 30th October, thereafter tickets priced at £10.

Alastair McDonald

Yvonne Lyon
Yvonne’s excellent set at last year’s festival was highly
appreciated by headliner Karen Matheson’s audience. This
year sees her welcome return playing in front of her home
audience after recently completing a UK tour with Eddi
Reader, adding to previous support slots with Beth Nielsen
Chapman, Patti Griffin, Karine Polwart, Luka Bloom, Steve
Forbert, Juliet Turner and IONA.

Alastair McDonald
Alastair’s sell-out record Beacon Studio Theatre audience
of 156 people at last year’s festival found an entertainer in
top form. Indeed, many observed that Alastair is putting on
stronger performances now than at any part of his career
- quite an accolade for a true international legend of the
Scottish folk scene!

Concessionary tickets of £8 available to all, subject to availability,
until 31st October, thereafter tickets priced at £10.

Yvonne Lyon

Yvonne’s fans include two of music’s most respected
figures. Bob Harris said after Yvonne played a session on his
BBC Radio 2 show, “just stunning music”, whilst BBC Radio
Scotland’s Iain Anderson remarked, “listening to Yvonne is a
life affirming experience. She is the bees-knees!”

Alastair’s youthful exuberance and enthusiasm for the music,
and his commitment to entertain, inspired an uplifting,
humorous, thought-provoking, informative and participative
evening for last year’s audience.

Her latest CD, “These Small Rebellions” had one reviewer
stating that it is an “unmissable album of sheer beauty
from an artist whose output goes from strength to
strength”. Let’s show our Inverclyde pride in Yvonne and
husband David at this show.

His repertoire can take you from a Scottish historical ballad
to a music hall ditty to a Gaelic lament to a vibrant American
Gospel song, each delivered in his inimitable warm style.
With that sell-out crowd last year, don’t wait too long to get
your tickets!

Moira Kerr
Moira’s name will forever be entwined with the acclaimed BBC TV series “Where Eagles Fly”
with its stunning sequences of the Scottish Highlands and for which her songs provided its
soundtrack.

Martin Jones

Martin Jones
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Martin impressed at last year’s Folk In The Round concert,
playing self-penned material that including songs set in both
Greenock and Spain – the latter performed in Spanish.
He has supported American singer-songwriter Kim Richey
(whose songs have been hits in both the country and pop
charts), played onstage with the Eddie King Band in Nashville,
performed in the Glasgow Americana Festival, and has many
radio show appearances to his name.

But she has recorded many other albums which showcase both her natural singing voice and
also her ability to write beautiful songs about Scotland, showing a rare insight and love of
her homeland inspired by visiting the wonderful scenery of the highlands and islands. Those
albums, her lyrics and poetry, have proved to have a really broad appeal to all ages of Scots
and visitors, with their subtle and refreshing poignancy and wit.
Moira Kerr

Tonight Moira is accompanied by in-demand percussionist and whistle player Frankie McGuire
who records and tours with Grammy award winner Jordi Savall, and is currently on tour with
Drever, McGuire,Young.
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Friday 7th November 8pm

Saturday 8th November 8pm
Studio Theatre

Studio Theatre

Emily Smith with Lynnie Carson

Amber Road with Dave Mac
Concessionary tickets of £5 available to all, subject to
availability, until 6th November, thereafter tickets priced at £8.

Amber Road

Emily Smith

Emily Smith

Amber Road

Audiences from Celtic Connections to the Cambridge Folk Festival
to the National Folk Festival of Australia have been treated to one
of Scottish music’s most distinctively sublime voices – it’s about time
Inverclyde got to see Emily Smith first hand.

A five piece Celtic folk rock, multi-instrumental band from
Dundee who, as announced on STV in March this year,
have been signed by American label Premier Records. The
band is readying themselves for a US tour, so catch them
here while you still can!

You’ll have seen her featuring in many TV shows including the
Transatlantic Sessions, Hogmanay Live, and being part of the 2013
tour of the Transatlantic Sessions. Her 5th CD release, “Echoes”
(released earlier this year and featuring such Celtic Connections
luminaries as Jerry Douglas, Aoife O’Donovan, Kris Drever, and
Natalie Haas), heralded a bold new phase in Emily’s music - and
with it comes what she describes as “a new Scottish sound”.

The band has gone from strength to strength with the
Summer of 2012 seeing Amber Road open the main stage
at the Tiree Music Festival, an earlier proudly cherished
milestone on their journey so far.
They pride themselves on writing “songs and tunes that
come straight from the heart, with deep and stirring lyrics”.
With influences listed as Runrig, Big Country, Wolfstone,
Donnie Munro, Stereophonics, Mumford & Sons, you’ll have
an idea of why it’s worth checking out this band now.

Dave Mac

Tonight, Emily is accompanied onstage by accomplished multiinstrumentalist Jamie McClellan.

Dave Mac

A young Greenock singer songwriter, Dave Mac has been
playing as a solo artist up and down the west coast, during the
course of which he has supported the likes of Pete Docherty,
Chris Helme, Tom Hingley, and Nick Harper.
Dave’s mix of folk, pop and his individual indie style leads to a
fresh, new, melodic sound, accompanied by lyrics drawn with
refreshing honesty from his own experiences growing up.
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Concessionary tickets of £8 available to all, subject to availability,
until 7th November, thereafter tickets priced at £10.

Lynnie Carson
Having fronted her own band, Silver Springs, and joined Slippery Elm as a second
vocalist at last year’s festival, Lynnie now appears as an acoustic troubadour!

Lynnie Carson

The list of artists she has supported, collaborated and performed with, ranges
from Paolo Nutini to Jim Diamond to Colin Taylor and many more in between.
Rick Fulton’s Sound Check column in the Daily Record gave Lynnie’s “Eyes Kissed
With Goodbyes” CD a glowing review last year – tonight you’ll understand why.
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Saturday 15 November 8pm
Studio Theatre

Gaberlunzie with “winner”

from The Session (see page 3)

Concessionary tickets of £6 available to all, subject to availability,
until 14tth November, thereafter tickets priced at £8.

Gaberlunzie

Gaberlunzie, with support
A Scottish folk music institution !
Robin Watson and Gordon Menzies have been performing
as Gaberlunzie for 40 years, recording 25 albums and
3 videos over that period in addition to their countless
gigs and TV and radio performances throughout the UK,
Europe, the Middle East, Canada and America. Their
performances are unfailingly rich in melody, harmony and
humour. Their songs span the breadth of Scottish culture,
many of which are deeply ingrained into the psyche of the
nation, as they sing about its beauty, its history, its land,
its villages, its characters, its idiosyncrasies and its lore.
Every self-respecting Scottish folk music collection should
have at least one Gaberlunzie album in it!

Connected Inverclyde
With superb air, rail, road and ferry links, Inverclyde’s the perfect well-connected
business location.
Greenock’s iconic Custom House, a Grade A listed waterfront building from 1818,
is being refurbished into high quality multi occupancy office suites. The East
Wing works were completed at the start of 2014, with Toshiba becoming the first
of its tenants.

A fitting act to close Inverclyde’s Scottish Folk & Roots
Festival 2014.

Winner(s) from The Session
Tonight’s support act has been selected by Celtic Music Radio
95FM from the entrants to The Session, which took place on
the afternoon of Sunday 5th October.
Thanks to Celtic Music Radio 95FM’s Ross MacFadyen for
broadcasting The Session, giving increasing exposure to rising
Inverclyde talent.
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Be inspired - contact Riverside Inverclyde on 01475 755080
and discover what Inverclyde can do for you.

www.riversideinverclyde.com
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Inverclyde’s Scottish

2014

Folk & Roots Festival
Keep up to date with the festival

For comprehensive festival updates, features, information and
videos of all the artists appearing in the festival, please join
“Inverclyde’s Scottish Folk & Roots Festival” on Facebook
Celtic Music Radio 95FM will feature a live session with some of
the Inverclyde performers and an interview with the organiser.
Announcements will be made on their shows, their website
(www.celticmusicradio.net) and also on the festival’s Facebook
page “Inverclyde’s Scottish Folk & Roots Festival”
Inverclyde Radio (www.inverclyderadio.scot) will be featuring
interviews with the organiser and artists. Announcements will
be made on their shows, their website and also on the festival’s
Facebook page “Inverclyde’s Scottish Folk & Roots Festival”
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